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FORGET
THE POLITICS,

WINE IS MORE
INTERFST}.N‘G.

WORDS DAN TRAUCKI

n Canberra for the International

Riesling Challenge, I took some time to

check out the ACT’s thriving wine

scene. The first exciting thing I came

across was a relatively new, sensational
bottleshop called Blackhearts & Sparrows in
Braddon. This independent shop is based in
Melbourne where they have seven stores. In
this day and age of the mega duopoly (Coles
and Woolies) independent bottle shops are a
rare thing - a breath of fresh air.

The Braddon store, while not particularly
large, is bright and airy with plenty of space
for people to browse the amazingly eclectic
range of wines. In keeping with current trends
they have an array of Pet Nat and orange
wines, but they also stock a good variety of
up-and-coming local producers as well as
those from several other countries. Their beer
section has a mind-blowing range of boutique
beers from around the globe and their spirits
range includes an impressive number (for the
store size) of Australian boutique distillers.

The attention to detail is amazing, even to

the music playing in-store. On the day I visited
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Canberra has a cool wine vibe and Dan Trau
across three outstanding venues setting the
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it was the vibrant, uplifting Cuban music of the
Buena Vista Social Club. The staff are
knowledgeable, with every question I had being
proficiently answered, including those on wine
style comparisons. For example, a comparison
as to which would go better with a lamb roast -
a Rhéne red blend or the Sicilian Montilo a
Vento 2016 Nerello Mascalese. I bought the
latter, it was excellent with said dinner.

This store was a delight to visit and is an
indicator of what the future of wine retailing
will look like. The days of wine stores jammed
to the rafters with as many iconic wines as is
humanly possible to fit into the available
space, are numbered. What with the rapidly
rising use of the internet for wine shopping
and the changing of the generational guard,
younger drinkers will be looking for
interesting, even funky wines, and bottle
shops such as Blackhearts & Sparrows will be
the ones filling their needs. The Melbourne

stores are equally as inspiring.

The next day I travelled out to
Murrumbateman to visit the just-completed

new cellar door of Shaw Vineyard Estate. I






