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LAST year Winestate conducted its first
comprehensive regional tasting of the
wines from Kangaroo Island (KI). The
resulting awards rate (three-stars plus) was
excellent for such a small wine growing
region. The Winestate judging results
were then adopted as the official results
for the 2017 Kangaroo Island Wine of the
Year Awards, which was won by Kangaroo
Island Trading Company’s 2015 Shiraz.
This year’s winner being the wonderful
False Cape The Captain Kangaroo Island
Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 by winemaker
Greg Follett of Lake Breeze fame. The
judges’ said the cabernet class was more
Bordeaux in style than Australian - with
lots of potential!

Kl has a pristine natural environment,
with the climate being cooled by the
regular sea breezes, giving the wines a
cooler, regional feel. The main challenges
faced by Kl wine growers are isolation (it
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is costly to truck goods to and from the
mainland on the ferry). While they also
have a fair challenge with crows and other
birds, they have the additional challenge
of the island’s plentiful possums, which are
quite the grape connoisseurs.

Over the course of the last year, a
considerable number of things have occurred
on Kl which not only have had the effect of
improving the island’s wine experience, but
also the tourism experience.

The renowned Islander Estate winery
owned by Jacques Lurton (a member of the
Lurton family of Bordeaux, which has been
making wine since before Australia was
discovered) and Yale Norris, opened a cellar
door in the Cygnet River region. Itis just down
the road from the Island Pure Dairy, which
is about to open its own brewery - Island
Pure Brewery - all of which is conveniently
not very far from the airport. The site for
the Islander Estate cellar door was chosen
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because although the Island Estate vineyard
is set among the beautiful rolling hills in the
middle of the island, itis an impractical place
to locate a cellar door, due to the long drive
to get there, as well as the “driveway” from
the turn-off to the property to the winery being
2kms in length. The cellar door at Cygnet
River has made it viable for visitors to drop in
and try the superb wines and enjoy a platter
of local produce to go with their tasting. The
island’s existing brewery - Kl Brewery - is
powering along and now serves Islander
Estate wines, and also has a number of
food trucks on weekends to make the whole
experience more vibrant and dynamic.

The beautifully designed Dudley Wines
cellar door, just east of Penneshaw (where the
ferry arrives) with its stunning ocean views,
won the 2017 South Australia Tourism Award
for “Best Cellar Door Tourism Experience”.
When you think of some of the great cellar
doors there are in some of the better known






