THE HUNTER VALLEY

BUILDING ON HISTORY

f the Australian wine industry was just
being planned and planted today rather

than 200 years ago, nobody in their
right mind would contemplate planting
vines in the Hunter Valley. It’s too hot
and humid, they would say. Others would
simply say, “You're mad”. However, just under
200 years ago, it was a brilliantly inspired
plan, as back then the Hunter had far better
conditions and environment than the initial
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THE HUNTER VALLEY IS MORE THAN SEMILLON,
CHARDONNAY AND SHIRAZ - AND IT’'S ALWAYS
HAD A HISTORY OF INNOVATION.

failed plantings at the ‘tank stream’, in what is
now the middle of Sydney’s CBD, or even
those of McArthur’s vineyard at Camden.

As they say in the classics, the rest is
history, with the Hunter becoming one of
Australia’s most globally recognised wine-
growing regions. When you mention the
Hunter Valley to an Australian wine drinker,
they will immediately think of semillon,
chardonnay and perhaps even shiraz.

Semillon - for their world-class wines that
can age for decades and end up tasting like
the nectar of the gods. I recently had the
opportunity to taste Tyrrell's Wines Stevens
Single Vineyard 2011 Hunter Valley
Semillon. At five years old, this wine is
sensational and still developing, it will truly
be nectar of the gods in a few years’ time.
Chardonnay - because it was in the Hunter
with Murray Tyrrell that the variety got






