Screwed
Noft
Corked

by Dan Traucki

he vinous question of the decade is ‘CORK OR
SCREWCAP' to seal your favourite bottle of wine?¢
Recently | have read lots of heated discussions on
social media on the vexing question of whether fo
seal wine bofttles under screwcap or cork. These
discussions get very heated and there are some
really crazy things said along the way.

| must confess that | have been an ardent screwcap advocate
since the early 1990’s for a number of reasons. At the time |
was working for Orlando Wyndham (makers of Jacobs Creek)
and they were bottling many thousands of cases of Jacolbs
Creek under screwcap for Qantas Airlines who served it to
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their Economy Class passengers. At the
same time they were just starfing fo
pack Jacobs Creek info 6-packs for the
UK, rather than in 12-packs.

| had the audacity to suggest that we
shouldpackscrewcap JacobsCreekinto
6-packs and promote it in bottleshops
around the beaches, harbours and
otherleisure venues such as sports ovals.
Having been a crew member aboard
an amateur JOG (Junior Ocean Going)
yacht | knew how hard it was fo uncork
a bottle of Chardonnay without losing
half the contents due too a two metre
plus swell out at sea.

Needless to say | was laughed out of the
meeting and the then Brand Manager
told me quite unequivocally that “whilst
ever | am here, Jacobs Creek will never,
ever be sold commercially under
screwcap” — humph, | wonder where he is now?

The other main factor which persuaded me of the benefits of
screwcaps occurred a few years earlier when | was still living in
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Over the next five years we enjoyed every single bofttle of that
golden nectar with no ullaged bottles and no corked bottles.
It was one of the best wine purchases | ever made in my nearly
26 years in the wine industry.

t the post-vintage barbeque in 2000 when | was the

GeneralManager of a 53 yearold Barossawinery, our

contract winemaking/advisor, Jim Irvine (voted Best

Merlot Maker in the World in 1992 and 1996) brought
along a bottle of Barossa Sauvignon Blanc under screwcap
that he had made in 1977. We tasted the wine and whilst it had
no Sauvignon Blanc characters
left, it was a very pleasant dry
white wine which was eminently
drinkable. | had never heard of
a Sauvignon Blanc living for 23
years before — most live for three
to five years before they fall in a
heap.

On the other hand, | have lost
count of the number of fimes |
have opened afavourite orrare

and expensive bottle of wine

only to find that it was corked.

The worst example of this was
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